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We had 32 peop le to attend the March 14 luncheon. Mary Maher 
and Mike Sparks represented the Regional 0ffice. Mike Sparks , 

Un it Leader, Forest Products, brought us up-to-date on the 
t imber progr am on the Chattahoochee NF. Barbara Petty, who 
accepts our reservat ions, also attended the luncheon. 

FOREST SERVICE PREPARES FOR OL YMP I CS 

Race on to F inish Ocoee Site in Time for 0lympics (Knoxvil le 
News-Sent inel, 3-18-96) -With only 16 weeks until the start of 

the 1996 Olymp ic Games, the For est Service is scrambl ing to 
put the finishing touches on the Ocoee Whitewat er Center the 
site of the olympic slalom races schedu led for July 26-28. 
Kayakers and canoers from around the world who have begun 
training on the compet it ion channel must contend with workers 
installing wiring, bleachers, and tents. Construct ion has 
also begun on the buildings, trails, and 
which are des igned to dr aw visitors long 

br idges of the Center 
after the olymp ic 
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competition is over. 



Forest Service Worr ied About Summer Season (The Anderson 
Independent -Ma il, 3-2-96)-Forest service officials at the 

Sumter National Forest worry the inf lux of visitors to the 
forest, because of its close prox imity to the 0l ymp ics in 

Atlanta, could result in some mishaps this summer. Beth Merz , 
Ranger for the Andrew Pickens District, said visitors ought to 
be extr eme ly caut ious, for the federal government shut down and 
budget woes have impacted forest ma intenance, leaving only 10 
of its 60 mi les of trails in good hiking shape. She a lso said 
people rafting on the Chattooga River must remember to 
register at one of the seven put-in points on the river before 
setting out. 

L imits of Acceptable Change Process 

Gainesville, GA-Forest Supervisor George Martin announced 
that the USFS is beginn ing the "L imits of Acceptab le Change" 
process for Mark Trail and Blood Mountain Wildernesses on the 
Chattahoochee NF in north Georgia. "The challenge of manag ing 
these wildernesses is to keep them affected primar i ly by the 
forces of nature, whi le managing them for the use and 
en joyment of the Amer ican peop le forever , emphas ized Martin. 

The Limits of Acceptable Change (LAC) is a process where the 
desired future condit ion of the wi lderness is determined and 
where activities are spelled out to accomp ish this desired 
condition. 

The LAC process relies heav i ly on citizen invo lvement. 
ser ies of open meet ings will be held for these wil dernesses to 

work through a nine-step process. Being a participant offers 
an opportunity to have a say in how wilderness will be 
managed, to learn about wilderness management issues, and to 
meet a diverse group of peop le. 

Meet ings were held in Helen, GA, on April 29 for Mark Trail 
and in Blairsville, GA, on May 1 for Blood Mountain. Jim 
Herd, Chattahoochee NF Supervisor's office, 770 536-0541, may 
be contacted for add itional informat ion. 

You know you've become a Senior Citizen when 

A 

-the f irst thing you do in the morning is to take a quick 
inventory of what's work in' and what's hurt in'. 
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OUACHITA SO CIRCA 1952 

Cliff Comfort sent this photo taken in the Supervisor's Office 
of the Ouach ita National For est circa 1952. Rik Er iksson was 
Supervisor at that time. Eight Rangers are seated and seven 

The eight Rangers seated fr om left to right are: Jack Logan, 
Al Williams, Dave Dev it, Spillsbury, Cliff Comfort, Vern 

Tay lor, Walt Seagle, and Ed Howel1. 

The seven standing from left to right are: Harold Johnson, Red 
Harkins, John Hamer, R ik Eriksson, Milton 8. Ricker, Jerry 
Dahl and Jerry We lch. ( Many thanks for the photo-editors). 

You know you' ve become a Senior Citizen when-it matters less 
that your distant vision is fading; if you could see distant 
things better, you cou l dn't catch 

3 

em anyway. 

of the S.o. are standing. 



Elaine Schaap McConnel| writes: "Now it is Elaine's turn to 
request help. I am try ing to wr ite a family history. My 
father and mother are go ing to have a chapter. There are 
still Forest Service ret irees who knew them. At least one 

person sent you an interest ing story about my father last 

FAMILY HISTORY REQUEST 

year. 

"Would you please print my request for anyone who knows 
tidbits about Lester and Ruth Schaap or even "angel ic" 1itt le 
E laine to send them to me. |'m not choosy. Send the bad as 
well as the good. The Forest Service was an intergral part of 

"Rem iniscences of the early days of the Southern Region of the 
Forest Service are fast slipping away Even though he was a 
transplanted "Yankee", Lester Schaap loved the South and chose 
to become a Southerner. He devoted his life to preserving and 
maintaining our Southern forests. Today, men such as he do 
not rece ive the credit due them. | want to preserve a smal] 

segment of our Forest Service culture in my family history. 
Please send me someth ing whether it is stories, situat ions or 
places. 

You may write to Elaine McConne ll at 3699 Wentworth Lane, 
Lilburn, GA 30247- 2256, phone 770 923-1681. (If you wou ld like 
to share these remember ances with other retirees, let's 
publ ish in The Dix ie Ranger - editors). 

An old fellow walking along a country road heard a voice 
com ing from a patch of grass. He looked down and saw a frog 
sitting there who said "Many years ago I was put under a spel] 
by a wicked witch. If you will pick me up and k iss me, I will 
turn into an exotic, erotic, beaut i ful girl who will grant 
your every wish and fulfill your every fantasy. 
picked up the frog, put it into his pocket, and 
walk s low ly on. Short ly, the frog called out, "Aren't you 
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The old man 
cont inued to 

-- Bob Neelands 

their lives for al most 50 years. It is still part of mine 
through Jim, so also include him in stor ies. 

going to kiss me?" The o ld guy said, "No, at my age would 
rather have a talk ing frog." 



What's happening among our redrees 
Joe Kowal, Ashev ille, NC - First recipient of the Keller 
Russel Heart Alumni Award. The honor was presented at the 
first annual Asheville /Buncombe Heart Ball, sponsored by the 
local chapter of the Amer ican Heart Association. Mr. Kowal is 

a dedicated volunteer, who has served 13 years as a volunteer 
leader with Memor ia l Mission Hospital 's heart program. 

Mr. Kowal had his first bypass surgery in 1982. While 
hospitalized at Mission, he was visited by a social Worker who 
suggested he talk to other patients about h is exper ience and 
successful outcome "Many people are afraid before their 
surgery or depressed afterward," Kowal said. "it seems to mean 
a lot to th em to hear from s omeone who has been through the 
exper ience and is doing wel1." 

Mr. Kowal worked for the Forest Service in Asheville from 
1936-40, then moved to Morr istown, NJ, to do resear ch on Dutch 
e lm disease. He later worked in Washington, D.C., Gulfport, 
MS, and then back to Ashev ille in 1954 as chief of the Insect 

Research Division. He ret ired in 1967 and has done consu lting 
Work since then. He and his wife, Ginger, have been married 
59 years and have three marr ied children and six 
grandchildren. 

Submitted by Bob Thatcher who wr ites: "Joe was my or iginal 
boss in the FS. He hired me as a biological aide in the 
insect project in Gulf port in 1954. I had just graduated from 
the Co 1lege of Forestry in Syracuse. This was my wife and 
childr en's first exper ience in the Deep South. I spent the 

next 12 months in insect surveys (ground and aer ial) in seven 
mid-south states. 
people in a hurry. 

Kar l Wenger, Tappahannock, VA - Recent ly appo inted to the 
Virginia State Water Control Board. He is the former director 

of the Rocky Mountain Forest and Range Exper iment Stat ion. 

Elwyn F. Peffer, Avondale Estates , GA - Reached a 50th 
Ann iversary with the Society of American Foresters in 1996. 

REUNION 96 - on the next page is a registrat ion form to be 
used by those attending the Reunion 96 in Park City, Utah. 
This is open to all ret irees, present emp loyees and fam i lies. 
No other registrat ion form wil| be mailed to you. We wi1| not 
have another news letter to get to you in time for the 
September 9- 11 meet ing. Wayne Cloward is the promoter for R-8. 
You may call him at 770 972-8521 for additional information. 
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Really got to know the territory and it's 



REUNION 96 

PARK CITY UTAH 

September 9-11 

This information will assist you in planning your atten 
dance at Reunion 96--a national reunion of all Forest 
Service retirees, prospective retirees, friends, and guests. 
Reunion 96 is to keep the spirit of fellowship in the Forest 
Service alive. The Intermountain Old Timers have planned 
a fun-filled program. Come join us. 

Reunion Agenda 
Following registration, there wili be a mixer Monday 
evening to get acquainted with new and old friends. 
Chief Jack Ward Thomas will kick the ball Tuesday 
morning with his key-note address. In the afternoon you 
can choose among concurrent sessions on a variety of 
topics such as: 

4 fireside chat with the Chief 

4 retiree group meetings 
4 cowboy poetry 

4 retiree and spouse storytelling 
4 photo memories slide show 

More About Reunion 96 
Forest Service Retirees 

Park City, Utah September 9-11, 1996 

4 FSX National USFS Retirees organization 
4 National Forest Foundation 

4 ecosystem management 
A Grand Barbecue with entertainment and a raffle will be 
held Tuesday evening. 
The fee for Registration is $35 for attendees, and $30 
for spouse or other guests. The fee includes a mixer on 
Monday evening, all program events at the Inn, and the 
picnic barbecue on Tuesday evering. 
Wednesday morning there will be an optional breaktast 
and wrap-up. 

Activities 

The Activities Committee offers you golf, shopping, tennis, 
and: 

4 An Alpine Splendor Tour on the Mirror Lake Scenic 
Highway over the High Uinta Mountains. 

4 Snow Basin Ski Area, owned by Sun Valley Ski Area 
and site of the 2002 Olympic downhill run. Review the 
controversial land exchange and major development 
plans with box lunch at Pineview Reservoir. 

4 Wasatch Front urban forestry with a tram ride to the 
top of the range 

4 Strawberry Lake Recreation Area, the Central Uah 
water development project and a Dutch Oven treat. 
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4 Robert Redford's Sundance resort in the Provo River 
canyon, Mount Timpanogas, and Bridal Veil Falls. 

4 Tour of the 2002 Winter Olympic Sports Park. 
The tours, including lunch and bus fare, will be $20 or less. 

"On Your Own" Activitles 
The Park City area is rich in places to visit, history, fun, 
shopping and a wide variety of specialty shops in historic 
Park City as well as the large outlet mall nearby. Art 
galleries, live theater, restaurants, bicycle rentals with an 
excellent system of trails, free bus transportation around 
town, and much more. An activities desk will be staffed 

with committee members to help make arrangements. 
You can call the Park City Visitor Bureau at 1-800-453 
1360. 

Accommodations at The Inn at Prospector 
Square 
Early hotel reservations will assure accommodations at 
the Inn at Prospector Square at a special discount rate of 
$53. Varying accommodations (studio, hotel, studio loft) 
are available at the same price. 
Identity yourself with the Forest Service retirees group. 
Make reservations directly with the Inn at Prospector 
Square 1-800-453-3812, fax 801-649-8377. Reservation 
deadline is July 8. Advance deposit policies are in effect 
at this resort community. Other hotel accommodations, 
camping and recreational vehicle parks are also available. 

Park City is about 40 minutes from the Salt Lake airport 
and transportation services are readily available. 

L 

Mail to: George Roether 

Street 

Yes, I (We) plan to attend the Reunion 96 
festivitieS-Send the RegistrationPacket: 
NAMES: 

cITY: 

2790 Buchanan Ave. 
Ogden, UT 84403 

Phone 

phone 801-621-7824 fax 801-393-1529 
email 75233.513@compuserve.com 

STATE: ZIP: 



ELDON & DOT LUCAS, Russellvil]e, AR - Here is my check for $48. 

This should cover me through the year 2000-hope I 1ive that long. 

| en joy The Dixie Ranger each time it arrives, since it allowes me 

to keep up with info about many of the people that| Worked with in 

Region 8. 

The Mail Box 

Dot ret ired from teaching private piano lessons this past year but 
she is stil| into music. She is the organ ist at A11 Saints 

Episcopal Chur ch, plays keyboard with a 9-piece Jazz Band, "The 

River Valley Jazz Re-Union" and also plays keyboard in a 2-piece 

combo called "Dot an Eye. " They play for private parties, 

weddings, receptions, and non-profit fund raisers. 
always busy. 

|, on the other hand, can't even seem to keep the radio in tune, 

but she does allow me to carry her electronic keyboard and other 
equipment. I stay busy taking care of rental property, keeping up 

So far, 
my yard, play ing golf and try ing to beat the tock Market. 

So good. It is an eXcellent way to supplement federal ret irement. 

Seems 1ike we both had more spare t ime before we retired than we 
have since retirement. It se ems 1 ike there are not enough hours 

the day or days in the week to get things done. 

scenery. 

Seems she is 

We took a leisurely trip to San Diego last May to see our new 
granddaughter "Haley". Had a good trip and really en joyed the 

| had forgotten how beaut i ful the Western Country really 
is. 

in 

|t was inter est ing to read, not too long ago, where the For est 
Service was trying to hire some new people. The ad said "Only 

Is this new Wash ington Policy? ungualified peop le need apply. 

would seem that once they were trained they would no longer qual ify 

in 

It 

JOHN MOoSER, Cleve land, TN - I sure don't want to miss a copy of The 
Dixie Ranger, so am sending dues through '98. | always enjoy 
reading about Forest Service friends--but not when it appears 
the 0/B section. 

Leoan and | are visiting the Hess's on June 13 to attend the F.S. 
fellowsh ip and lunch at the Petite. Wou ld 1ike to see Eli-Helen, 

clark Sell, and others attend the lunch so we can visit with them. 

for a job!!! 



clark invited me to the Jim Vessey Classic back when-but haven't 
heard from him for years. Guess he is waiting unti 1 turn one 
hundred so I can shoot my age. 

Bob and Betty Lusk will be back in the Tenn hi11s in late July. 
plan a get-together with their fr iends in Cleveland dur ing their 
stay. If you are interested-please cal1 or write me. 

BRYAN WATTS, St. Mathews, sC - Joyce and I both enjoy The Dixie 
Ranger so much. Joyce retired from the NPS last July. She worked 

in the SO of the Francis Marion & Sumt er for many years before 

The letter from Tom Hooper was nice. Tom and | never Worked 
together but we did take the entrance exam together and reported 
for duty the same day. We also graduated from the same co1 lege. 

If any of you are driving to Char leston, sc on I-26, just exit at 
#129 and take Us 21 towards Orangeburg for 5 mileswe're on the 
right. We'd love to have any of our friends stop by. 

Don Peter son who's now ret ired in Minnesota came by in February. 
Good to see him again. 

WALTON R. SMITH, Frank I in, NC - Enclosed is check for $40 which 
should carry me to 2000 if I make 90 years old. Must be 
opt imistic. 

We 

Many of the names in The Dixie Ranger are strange to me but 
fami l iar ones come up now and then. After all, I have been retired 
for 27 years and have spent much of my time manag ing Waldee Forest, 
180 acres of Southern Appal ach i an hardwoods on a continuous 

selection system of harvest ing that the Forest Service taught me in 
the th irties and I have been pract icing on my land for over 50 
years. It results in high quality t imber, good water, clean air 
(except what comes in from the West on the jet streams) , good 
recreat ion , and abundant wildlife. We have had summer forestry 

students from most of the eastern for estry schools spend a day or 
two on Waldee Forest study ing cont inuous select ion harvesting, 
grading standing trees, grading logs, sawing for grade on the 
sawmil1, and grading the lumber. This is supplemented by pract ice 

marking for selective cutting. The University of Kentucky with 

We appreciate the good work that all of you are do ing on The Dixie 
Ranger and we especially like the stor ies of long ago happenings. 
|'1 have to contribute a few one of these days-things about John 
(Shorty) Cooper, John Wasilik, Loopy Lane, Ray Shir ley, J im 
Cartwr ight, and many, many others. ( Don 't wait too long, Mr. 
Sm ith, we cou ld use them now-editors). 
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transferring to the NPS. Her memor ies include Supervisors Paul 
Russe 11, Ray Brandt, Del Thorsen, John Orr and Don Eng. 

about 20 students is schedu led for this summer. 



DON & BOBBIE HUGHES, Port char lotte, FL - You folks sure do a good 
job with The Dixie Ranger-please keep them coming. If it were not 

for you and the private profess ional publicat ions we would lose 
track of everything. other than tax info, the last time I heard 
from OPM or theF.S. was when | retired 13 years ago. 

The welcome mat is al ways out here in Port Char lotte--but it might 
be a good idea to call first. Between a motor home, a boat, and 
occasi onal trips Military "Space A", ther e is over a 50% chance we 

won't be at home!! Always said we better do it while we can ! 

Finally gave up the sailboat and now have a slow traw ler-planning 
a trip to the Bah amas next month. Be back before hurricane season, 
then to the cool mounta ins in the motorhome when it gets so hot in 
S. Flor ida. Last fall, we went to Engl and and Scotland "Space A" 
rented a car for a 3-week tour of beautiful Scot l and and then spent 
two weeks on a "Narrow Boat" on the old canals in Eng land. 
operate the boats and most locks (even draw-br idges) yourself. 
They furnish everyth ing except the food and the cost is relative ly 
reasonab le (about $1500 for a 43 ft steel diesel-powered boat for 
the two of us or about $2000 for a 60ft for two coup les ). Sounds 
long, but the boats only have a 6 ft 10 inch beam. Most of the 

locks are barely over 7 ft wide. Our trip took us 109 miles and 

Bobbie and I are f ine and in good health (knock on wood!). See the 
Littlehales in Venice occas ionally, also the Woody 's and Nix's in 
the mounta ins each summer Always good to see oldF.S. fr iends and 
to hear from them in the DR and car ds at Christmas. 

You 

Bet a lot of folks have E-Mail addresses-you folks have enough to 
do without disseminat ing members addresses , but I bet you have one. 
If so, that might be a way to encour age more to write in. Just a 
thought. ( We haven 't gotten into that yet, Don. I fee 1 that we 
don 't have enough hours in the day to do all we want to do now and 
with E-Mail, that would open up another wor ld. 1f anyone has E 
Ma il and would like to let others know the ir address, we'll pub l ish 
in The Dixie Ranger. Just let us know. Thanks, Don editors). 

JIM HEFNER, Athens, GA 
a fine job getting out 
here is a check for 96 

on. 

- Hello Betty, and all you folks who do such 
The Dixie Ranger. It's pay up time aga in so 
&'97 plus some for postage. 

Each issue of The Dix ie Ranger br ings us news of FS folks we have 
been unable to keep up with. It's great so see all the th ings we 
"old timers" are doing to keep the wor ld going around, but the sad 
news is a reminder that we are "old t imers" and time keeps mov ing 

130 locks on canals and the Avon and Severn rivers past Stratford 
on-Avon, Tewksbury and Worchester. Wou l d be glad to share our 
exper i ences and info with anyone who might be interested. 



Andree' and | are stil| in Athens and busy keeping up 70+ acres and 
3 houses plus my old home place in Hendersonvi1le, NC--lots of hard 

GERALD V. WARD, Mounta in View, AR - Sure enjoy The Dix ie Ranger and 
to learn about friends used to work with. | usually start 
reading the newsletter on my way back fr om the mail box. 

I'm sorry to hear that Bruce Kilgore passed away. Bruce and were 
enrolled at Arkansas Tech in the early 50's so I knew him before we 

We have several ret irees now that live in and around Mountain View. 
I think all of them worked at one time on the Syl amore District. 

WALT FOX, Mart in, Ga - The photo and article about the 1959 Roan 
Mtn. Festival sure trigger ed a memory of past times . In 1955 | was 
the assistant Ranger to George Vitas on the Toecane District of the 
Pisgah NF where the Roan Mtn. Rhododendron Fest ival took place. 
Ear ly in 1955 George was detailed to the Washington 0ff i ce to work 
on mater ial for the 50th USFS birthday celebrat ions. That left me 
in charge of the Festival. The previous year (1954)I had traded 
pos itions w ith Mer lin Dixon-he to the Y-LT and me to the Toecane 
So, my Festival exper ience was very limited as was my career 

exper ience (3 1/2 years) George Vitas, as those of you who knew 
him, was al ways rjght. The only way to do anything was his way !! 
He spent cons ider able time before he left for the Wo telling me 
what to do and not to do at the Fest iva1. One of the big No-Nos 
was to keep vehicles off a large grassy meadow close to the 
pr imitive (at that time ) park ing areas . Due to the press of other 
business the first day of the Festival, I was late arriving on the 
mountain. My Forestry Aid told me at once that grave1 was being 

brought up from the Tennessee side of the area and being placed for 
a dr iveway into the meadoW ment ioned above. Wel1, had some 
choice words to offer and went charging over to the area and 
stopped a coup le of gr avel trucks. Some "guy" 
strolling up and asked me just what I thought 
un iforms requ ired for us peons at that t ime). 

in a FS uniform came 
was doing (no 

After telling him 

Fortunate ly, John was a great guy and he gracious ly 
trucks and men when I explained what I had been 

What to do?? 
called off his 
ordered to do. 
Crowd. John and laughed about the incident over the years . 
at the time I sure was embarrassed and thought my career Was a 
goner. 

The Fest ival went on with the help of the Cherokee 
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But 

work but great fun. Hope to make it to the June luncheon. 

started to work for the Forest Service. 

that | was respons ible for al] activ ities associated with the 
Festival (wh i ch I was), asked who the hell he was. John Spring, 
Forest Supervisor of the Cherokee NF. I looked quick for a hole to 
crawl into--zilch!! At that time I had been told that a Forest 
Supervisor sat on the right hand of God. 



In 1959, (at the time a Ranger in Texas) was asked t.o deta1] back 

and be in charge of the Festiva | but begged off due to imminent 

Lots of fun years. And thanks to both of you for keep ing the forum 

intact. There are many more fellows (and gals) who can share 

BOB POTTER, Mocksvil le, NC - Thanks for keep ing us "FS Alumn i" 

informed about each other and about our past | especially find 

I had a wonder ful three-week ski vacation and reun ion dur ing 

Jan/Feb with four former FAO forestry colleagues with whom | had 

Worked in Rome, I taly, 1966-69, at FAO headquarters-one from 
The former, from 

Germany, one from Rome, and one from England. 
We had a great 

Germany and Rome, are third gener at ion foresters. 
timereminicising and up-dat ing our informat ion about the status of 
famil ies and mutual friends. We skied around two villages, Liv igno 
in Italy and Pfunds in Austria. I then traveled by train to 
Frutigen, Switzer land, a small village in the Berner Alps where my 

The ski ing, host and ski ing compan ion was also a friend from FAO. 

the food, the wine, the conversation and compan ionsh ip made for a 

memorable trip. 

DOUG SHENKYR, Rockvi 1 le, MD - How time flies. Here are dues for 

another year. It's always a pleasure to read the news of those we 

knew and worked with, but at the same time sad to hear of thse who 

have passed on. 

We stil| spend our summers at our home in Minnesota 

pass ing that way should stop in. We're in Hackensack, MN, 50 mi les 
north of Brainerd on Hwy #371. We're on Murray Street at the top 
of the hi1, brown gar age along street, brown house with 
bittersweet shutters, and elder ly tal] man mow ing front yar d. 

P.S. If anyone sees Clark 
he' 11 write and let me know 

KAY ERWIN, Alexander, LA -
says have the worst hand 
can decipher some of it. 

Anyone 

You 

Sell tel| h im |'11 send him 32 cents if 
how his golf game is. 

I'm not much on wr iting because my wife 
seen but maybe you wr it ing she' s ever 

|'11 try to do good. 

Thought I'd let you know I see ret irees Ernie Finger, Car1 Milhe lm. 
Jack Boren and new lyretired Bil| Lackey ever once in a while. We 
all are doing okay but sure agree with Bob Neelands' you know 

you' ve become a senior citizen when. 
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Don' t know how many readers wou ld remember Sarah Agent here in 
Alexandr ia. Years ago she was clerk on the Evangeline RD. I'm 
sitting here look ing at her obituary. Sarah passed away Friday, 
Mar ch 8, at the age of 83. 

birth of our daughter. 

exper iences if only they wil1. 

the "Changes to the directory" to be helpful. 

can't miss it. 



LES OL IPHANT, Rescue, CA - Enclosed is a check to get me un 
del inquent for this year and to cover next year. Bert, |, to0, 

Also, I have fond memor ies of Betty's smiling face when I first 
came to 7th & Peachtree. She was one | could count on to he lp me 
find out the mores of the RO. Talk about culture shock com ing from 

being DR at San August ine, TX, to the "big town" was bad enough. 
But I came to work for Dorothy Smith in S&PF (Doug Craig on ly 
thought I worked for him). Dorothy's unoff icial pr ime "duty" was 
to "shape up" all former DR's to get them in tune with the real 
(her) world. In honesty and fairness though, I have to admit that 
if I had Doug's job Dorothy is exact ly the person | would want in 
her job She was really a gem once | gave in. Both of you are 
do ing a superb job and lots of us are real glad you are the 

your comment about 
the time when I was the 
that front hall where I 
e levators on the th ird floor. One day I was occup ied at my desk 
and di dn 't look up when the elevators opened. When | did look up 
there was this 1ittle gent lemen standing at the counter ask ing for 
informat ion on the Chattahoochee NF. I, all of a sudden, got the 
giggles (very und ign if ied for a recept ion ist! ), but th is man was 
one that I had seen riding his bicycle up and down Peachtree 
Street. Those of you who remember h im wi1| reca ll that he had 

buttons all over his jacket (1 like IKE, etc.) and his pants legs 
were ins ide his socks and he was not the cleanest person to 
approach my desk. I could not ho ld my laugh ter in and before I 
wou ld let him see me laugh ing, I excused myse lf to step ins ide and 
get Mary Hender son to come out and wa it on h im for a moment until| 

could get myse lf together so that 

Les, the Peachtree 7th bui lding reminded me of 
recept ion ist for the Forest Ser v ice, out in 
cou ld see everyone who stepped out of the 

JACK McELROY, Ty ler, 
It's the thread that 
the good work. 

AGNES LEE, Bow ie, MD - I truly enjoy gett ing the Ranger. There are 
few names I recogn ize anymore but it keeps me up with the news of 
the Region. Bil1 and I used to know most of the peop le mentioned 

I could give h im the brochures 
t imes a fter that stil| riding 

I never did f ind out if he rode 
- Betty 

TX - The Dix ie Ranger is a fine publication. 
keeps a lot of old ret irees together. Keep up 

brought back memor ies. 
was the object of many 

George Stevens letter about Tom Hunt and "The Missing Hooch'" 
George is correct when he stated that Tom 

pract ical jokes. Heres one. 
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have fond memor ies of both Emory Hunn icutt and Asheville. 

editors. 

that he requested. | saw him many 
his bicyc le on Peachtree Street. 

his b ike to the Chattahoochee! 

in the Ranger but that was a long time ago. Thanks for all your 
efforts, br ings back fond memories. 



Dur ina my 1960 tour in the Regional 0ffice,I was in Tom's car 
pool. That Summer Tom and Yvonne were planning their annual 
vacat ion to Wiscons in. For weeks Tom related to his fellow car 

poolers--in detail-what was planned. We knew the exact day and 
hour they were leav ing and returning. Just before they were 
scheduled to return, one of the fellows got a "For Sale'" sign from 
a local realtor and erected it in Tom's front yard. They were due 
back on a Fr iday night. Ass ignments were made to car-poolers and 
others to call Tom on Satur day and Sunday from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. on 
the hour and request to purchase his home. 

drew 6 p.m. on Sunday. | called and asked "I not ice that your 
home is for sale and. Tom abrupt ly interrupted and said "The 
G...D...place is not for sale!!! Understand!!!" And sl ammed down 
the receiver. It was evident that he had had several similar 

The car pool picked him up Monday morning expect ing Tom to relate 
his week- end exper ience. Not a word was said about the "For Sale" 
sign. He went into great detail about the wonder ful Wisconsin 
vacation. We al1 knew that he suspected he wasriding with a car 
load of culpr its and he wasn't about to make our morning by letting 
us know how successful the prank had been. 

Despite Tom's crust and Irish profan ity we believed that he enjoyed 
the attent ion. 

DON & JEAN ENG, Columb ia, SC - | know it is time for me to ante up 
and send you some money so you can keep up the good work of getting 
The Dix ie Ranger out. We enjoy reading the news about Forest 
Service ret iree friends. 

Jean and I are enjoy ing our retirement being active with fami ly and 
friends, travel ing, and being involved in commun ity act ivit ies and 
the Francis Mar ion and Sumter Nat ional Forests' retirees ' 
cont inue to do a limited amount of 
work and teach ing adult cont inuing 
nature and outdoor recreation. 

group. 

natur al resources consulting 
educat ion courses at usC on 

Our ret irees group has been meet ing twice a year for lunch to keep 
our kinship alive and support for each other. Lately, we have had 
about 20 to 30 retirees at our meet ings but that shou ld increase 
with the large number of recent retirees. Please greet R-8 

FLOSSI E SWARTHOUT, L ake Ridge, VA Since | moved to this address 
have not received The Dixie Ranger-no fault of yours, butI have 
missed it. Please credit my "account" for the amount of the 
enclosed check and change my address. 
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calls, 

retirees for us. The FS is st.ill important to us. 



In August '94, I moved to the 
community. After near ly forty 
been a bit of do ing to pul| up 
adjustments. |'m still in the process but this is the best thing I 
cou ld have done. |'m not too far from daughter Nancy and her 
fam ily in Winchester, VA, and get back pretty often to see fr iends 
and church family in Falls Chur ch. At least fifteen good fr iends 
of long stand ing were already down here. The Ranger will keep me 
in touch with Forest Service family and friends-bless you for 

keeping it going. 

Westm inster Lake Ridge ret irement 
years in Falls Chur ch, VA, it has 
roots and make the necessary 

DONALD PETERSON, St. Joseph, MN - Here is $16 for two years of The 
Dixie Ranger. Please keep it coming�it's highest prior ity 
reading! It's good to read about those I knew and what they are 
doing. 

Enjoyed visiting Bryant and Joyce Watts at their country home on a 
recent trip to South Carolina. Also had a good v isit with Don Eng 
and Dave Rosdahl. The 80 degree weather the end of February in 
Col umbia really contrasted with the fr igid weather in Minnesota! 

Finished refurbishing my land lines and checking my "Sumter land" 
Here in St. Joseph I try to take care of my fami ly. The oldest son 

is a sen ior in college, second a senior in high schoo1, daughter in 
10th and son in 8th grade. Aspen cutting on my "Scand ia Land" 
helped the deer brouse situat ion dur ing the cold, 24 inches of 
snow, winter. Did power saw work yesterday cleaning up after the 
logger and mak ing firewood. Will have to lay off now until after 
the spr ing thaw to keep from rutting the roads. I really enjoy the 

Best wishes to all Southern Forest Service people. 

JOHN & SHIRLEY LAMB, Dawsonvi l le, GA OOPS, I forgot to send you a 
change of address. So, it is my fault that we didn't receive our 
last Dixie Ranger in t ime to attend the luncheon. I always look 
forward to seeing everyone there. 

This t ime we might not have been ab le to make it anyway because 
Bil| Hess and I were camp ing in the Okefenokee Swamp. We fished 
diligent ly, but failed to make a dent in the bass populat ion of the 
Swamp. Not even one bass. If the fish were as cold as me they 
stayed in the warmest ho le they could find and ate hot food on ly. 
It is hard for me to bel ieve the story about that fellow from New 
York who survived for forty some days without food or shelter. 

Red and vernelle Ketcham came by for a visit the last week in 
January. They were able to get together with several old friends. 
Red and I went to break fast with a group of FS retirees in Tucker. 
A great time was had by al1. Lots of catching up and reminiscing. 
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woods, especially with son, Bill, a budding Wildlife Biologist. 



Shirley and | moved to Dawsonville on the shores of Lake Lan ier 

The f ew warm days we had aft.er we moved ir last fal| were yreat, 
We are but the w inter weather pretty much kept us off the lake. 

look ing forward to warmer weather to resume our water related 

activities. We were out two weeks ago, but that was oby ious ly 
premature. Won 't th is winter ever end? After spending three 

recent. winters in Vermont thought that Georgia winters wou ld be a 
piece of cake. They actually are, but maybe |'m expect ing too 
much, want that beaut 1ful Georgia spring, now! 

You c.an see by our Area Code that calls to the At lanta Metro ar ea 
( mean ing fr iends, children and grandch i ldren) are al] long 

Our phone bil1 has increased significantly. distance. 
JAMES B. CARTWR I GHT, Char les ton, SC - The Dix ie Ranger arrived 
March 6 and I spent the rest of the afternoon reading it through 
twice. The memor ies that fil led my mind would fil 1 many issues of 

the magaz ine. It was good to see the picture of old friends sent 
in by Howard Burnett. | prompt ly ordered a copy of Jay Craven's 

When the Fr ancis Mar ion was split in twO, July 1, 1946, Doug Craig 
was ranger of the new Wambaw and | was his assistant. The only 
office space aVailable in McClellanville was one room upstairs over 

Ward's drug store. That served the purpose for several years. 
There was no rental property for families. Peop le gave up s ome 
rooms in their homes for make-do apartments. Houses were on 
pillars. Frozen water pipes were a common occurrence. We loved 

the town and the people. 

Prescr ibed burning had not yet been practiced but was about to 
begin. Years of fire protect ion had resulted in a thick 
undergrowth that was almost impenetrable. A newW shirt would be 

threadbare in a month from friction with bushes. 

My prev ious exper ience had al| been on mountain forests. Now | was 

forbidden to use my mark ing axe and had to use a paint spray gun 
instead. I did not like the change. The hand- carried paint guns 
had to be refilled frequently. Car lton Wel ls, guard and game 
warden, mod ified a commercial 2-gallon spray can to operate as a 

paint gun. It was carried on the back by shoulder straps and took 
only a light squeeze of the nozzle to deliver a shot of paint. 

One morning Doug and I drove out to the I'on Swamp timber sale. 
J.P, Brown, with whom I had worked on the Ouachita, was mark ing 
t imber there. We came up on him, his pickup parked beside a car 
belonging to the t imber operator. J.P. had filled his paint gun 
and pumped up the pressure. He gave it a few pumps too many. The 
nozzle flew off of the hose and it whipped back and forth as it 
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book. It has not arrived yet but | look forward to read ing it. 

Soon we were all equ ipped with them. 



sprayed ye llow marking paint all over the car J.P. was work ing 
frantically with kerosene soaked rags to try to clean off the paint 
before it dr ied. We gave him a hand. 

The Francis Mar ion was due for a new timber management plan. John 
Wood was ass igned to do the cruising for the necessary data. 
Mostly he worked alone. Any one working with h im had to extend 
himse lf to the utmost to keep up. John plowed through the 
underbrush like a bul l dozer. One afternoon when | was with him a 
spike twig hit me in an open eye. Tears were flowing and my eyes 

| was so bl inded. 

John built a cat boat from scratch. It was a little beauty. John 
and Ruthie went sailing at every opportunity. I was quite 
interested in the construct ion and watched it from the first layout 
to final launch ing. My litt le daughter took her f irst dancing 
lessons from Ruthie. 

Joe Riebold was forest supervisor and A1 Shadduck was timber 
management assistant. The Francis Mar ion management plan was the 
first one for a nat ional forest to be based on even-aged management 
and clear cutting. Joe had pressed and argued for this author ity 
and was finally granted it in a "here's the rope, go hang yourself" 
manner. It was hailed by forest industries and taken as an 
examp le. I don't think Joe ever got proper recognition for the 
conversion to this method of silviculture on the part of the Forest 
Service. He did not invent it but was first to adopt it. |f 

DON & MARY WILLI AMS, Mtn. iew, AR - The past year has been quite 
differ ent for us in that Don was hospitalized four times last year 
in regard to a heart-by-pass and comp 1 icat ions. Then in August I 
had a hip replacement followed by comp l ications. So far this year 
we both are doing much better, but where is the strength we "old" 

Don ret ired from Washington, D.C. in 1981 and we have sett led in 
this little but interesting town. Before that Atlanta was our 
home, and we enjoyed that town very much. 

LUCI LE ISBELL, Un ion City, GA - | just not iced I have not paid 1996 
dues and for the 1ife of me I can't remember if its $8 or what! If 

| wish so much I could be with you good ret irees, however, doubt 
if I'd know too many. I'm a real shut-in-don't go any where 
except when Jean (my on ly daughter) takes me to the doctor or maybe 
to a family gather ing at her house. But I'm thankful to be alive 
and my mind is good (except slow) but after all, I'1 soon ( Dec. 
15) be 90--that's not young! 
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were both t ightly closed. John had to lead me out of the woods for 
Thank goodness I was not alone. 

anyone wants to argue with that statement, let's hear from you. 

people used to have? 

it's more please let me know. 



| have so many happy memor ies of the Forest 
the retirees associat1on. love each one. 

.JUDY NICHOLAS ENTEMADI, Tallahassee, FL - In every issue there i 
news of at least one for ester and his/her fam i ly that l remember. 
It is really amaz ing---so | keep up the membership inher ited from my 
dad, Ivan J. Nicholas. | work for the Flor ida Department of 
Educat ion (cont. inuing a family tradition of public service) and am 
work ing on a Ph.D at Flor ida State Un ivers ity in Adult Educat ion. 
"Nick's granddaughter, Lily Elizabeth, is complet ing her jun ior 
year at Stephens College, Co lumb ia, M0. 

Serv ice, expecially of 
God Bless! 

CARLOS GRIGGS, Silver Springs, FL- Margie and | are at home on the 
Ocala NF. We have been work ing in the yard and garden. 

Douglas Peebles and I went rid ing around on the Seminole RD last 
week. We visited Carl Hornbeak and Paul Greer at Moss Bluff. 

was do ing spr ing cleaning in his yard and getting along fine. 

Mar ge and I are 
states and Nova 
Mar ineland this 

on the Ocala NF 

We visited Tom Williams in Altoona. He is planning on spend ing 
some time in the Rockies this summer. He's do ing well also. 

Car l 
Paul 

pl anning on spend ing some t ime in the New England 
Scotia this summer and back to the East Coast near 
fall to do some surf fishing. From there back home 

Mack Kilgore has been in the hospital with a ser ious heart 
condition and needs your prayers. 

DINNIE F. LAMBERT, Mont ice lo, MS - Thanks for the red "1995" on my 
last Dix ie Ranger. Had no idea how longI was paid up for. Here's 
my check for 3 more years p lus a 1ittle. (Di dn't know how long I 
was good for 'cause I really don't remember what I had for supper 

Irea1ly look forward to gett ing the DR Many others have said 
"you guys are doing a super job" But what could anybody expect 
with two super people like you!!! Thanks very very much. 

Things are fine with us. Rose Mary still teaching high school math 
in Prent iss. |'m still a funeral director. Somet imes Work days 
and rights 4-5-7 days in a row. Then have 2-4-5 or 6 days off. 
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Inky (Dinnie,l) still in France. Do ing well. Works with 
comput.er programs, training Int'1 transfers (they call it 
Expatriation) for Rhone-Poulanc-Rover Pharmaceutal Research 
Company. The French Co. bOught the U.S. company that makes Ma lox 
about 5 or 6 years ago, that's where the Rover comes from. 

has been work ing in his garden and is also doing well. 

for the winter. 

last night )--anybody else know what that's like? 



No. 2 son, Nevin, is near Harr isonburg, VA. Our "mountain 
man" of whom we are very proud, too. He makes custom made 
cab inets and plays the finest blue grass mus ic. 

Peop le ask what I do with my t ime since I ret ired. Wow! ! 
reply " don't know how I had t ime to work." Between the 

funera I home part time job and try ing to keep up, much less 
stay ahead of this place in the woods, I can assure them "m 

do. 

| really miss all of my old FS friends. But have almost no 
contact any more. We're a long way from any of them and any 
retiree "clubs Sad, really sad, to see some-no al]-of the 
"obits in the DR. 
prayers. 

NEW DIRECTORY� 

An updated Directory is enclosed in this news letter. Please 
read it carefully and notify me of any correct ions that shou ld 
be made Try as I might to avoid errors, the devi] somet imes 
sneaks into my keyboard. 

UPCOMING IN THE NEXT ISSUE: 

Book reviews by James L. McConnell. 

A Tribute to char les (Chuck) J. Sobiotes, by Jack Godden, 
former R-7 and R-8 emp loyee, now retired. 

"Mr. Wh itfie ld, I Don 't Bel ieve We 're in Kansas Anymor e " by 
George Stevens. 

Years Ago - A Look Back - art icles from The Dixie Ranger 20 
yearS ago. 

A Special thank you for your dues. You al1 have responded so 
well to our dues not ices. I 'm going to write to those of you 

via first class mail who did not respond as another gent le 
reminder and to check the address I have for you. As many of 
you know, The Dixie Ranger is not forwardab le mail. As long 
as dues are paid, | keep ma iling the news letter to the last 
address I have on hand. So, should a move be on your hor izon 
this year, don't forget to send us a change of address card. 
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busy. Thank God! | woul dn't last long without someth ing to 

Makes us al| think and remember wi th 
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